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Act 443 Provides State
Funding for LA 1

The LA 1 Coalition is ending the year with substantial 
momentum for the LA 1 Improvement Project.

This summer, Governor Edwards signed Act 443 into law, 
providing $690 million in state funding for infrastructure, 
including $150 million for LA 1’s Phase 2 - the two lane
elevated highway from Golden Meadow to Leeville. The 
$150 million in state funds is critical as the State and the
LA 1 Coalition seek a matching $150 million in federal funds 
from the U.S. D.O.T.’s largest highway grants program, the 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) program.

The LA 1 Coalition thanks Rep. Tanner Magee for 
heading up Act 443 efforts for LA 1 alongside our 

region’s entire delegation. We also appreciate local 
residents and businesses for your support!

LA 1 Coalition Executive Director Henri Boulet, 
State Senator Rick Ward and LA 1 Coalition legislative 
lobbyist Josh Borill celebrated the nearly unanimous 
passage of Act 443 in the LA Senate this summer.

Act 443 dedicates state monies received from BP for 
economic damages to infrastructure projects statewide, 

including Phase 2 of the LA 1 Improvement Project.

PORT PLEDGES $25 MILLION
FOR PHASE 2

At its August meeting, the Greater Lafourche 
Port Commission pledged $25 million as a 
local match for LA 1 Phase 2 construction 
funding. Port funds will be utilized at $5 million 
per year for 5 years, contingent upon the LA 

DOTD signing a notice to proceed with the successful low 
bidder for construction.

FUNDING FOCUS NOW 
SHIFTS TO FEDERAL LEVEL

Coalition and State prepare for 
federal grant application for Phase 2

With $150 million in state match funds secured, the LA 1 
Coalition and the Louisiana Department of Transportation 
and Development are working to secure a $150 million
federal investment to complete Phase 2 of the LA 1 
Improvement Project. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation is expected to 
announce the availability of funding through the next INFRA 
grant program in the next few weeks, with an anticipated 
90-day deadline for the application to be submitted.

The Coalition and LA DOTD have begun to strategize on 
how to submit the most competitive INFRA grant request 
possible. To that end, the Coalition is pleased to learn that
DOTD will utilize national consulting firm HNTB Corpora-
tion to assist with the grant application, including the criti-
cal cost-benefit analysis for the project. Additionally, DOTD 
will be using advanced modeling software to calculate the 
national impacts of the Phase 2 project.

In January, contractors will complete Segment E of Phase 2 
of the LA 1 Improvement Project, which includes widening 
the curve of the existing on-ramp to the elevated highway 
from Leeville to Fourchon (pictured above) and construct-
ing a 400-foot extension at the northern end of the existing 
elevated roadway to tie in to the next construction segment 
of Phase 2.

SEGMENT E NEARS COMPLETION!



ABOUT THE COALITION
The LA 1 Coalition is organized for coordinating, providing, and disseminating public information in

relation to improving the highway system between Grand Isle and U.S. Highway 90.
The LA 1 Coalition is a 501(c)(4) organization. Donations are not tax deductible.

The LA 1 Coalition is located within the offices of the South Louisiana Economic Council on the campus of
Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, LA. Executive Director is Henri Boulet.

LA 1 Coalition • La1Coalition.org • henri@la1coalition.org • (985) 448-4485

LA 1 Coalition Executive Director Henri Boulet joined 
representatives of the LA Coastal Protection and 

Restoration Authority (CPRA), other coastal
organizations and levee districts on Capitol Hill in 

October to educate members of Congress and staff on 
the importance of GOMESA funding for our coast.

COALITION JOINS IN CALL FOR INCREASE IN ROYALTY REVENUE FOR GULF STATES

The LA DOTD and the LA 1 Coalition are seeking input from companies and local governments in the LA 1 
service area to help develop the cost/benefit analysis for the LA 1 project’s $150 million federal grant 
application. We need your help! Letters will be going out soon asking you to assist us with demonstrating 
that the project is vital to our national, state and local economies. 
There are several ways that you can help:
 • Fill out the questionnaire included with the letter and provide the economic
    value data requested.
 • Provide a narrative of your experience during the closure of LA as a result 
   of Hurricane Barry in July 2019.
 • Provide photographs or other visual history of LA 1 road closures due to flooding.
 • Provide a letter of support for the LA 1 grant funding.
Be on the lookout for a letter explaining more in your mailbox soon!

With proposed legislation to increase GOMESA revenue 
sharing for Louisiana and the three other Gulf Coast 
oil-producing states, the LA 1 Coalition is in a position to 
support as much GOMESA revenue as possible. Depend-
ing on construction bids,GOMESA revenue may be needed 
to help fund construction of Phase 2 of the LA 1 project. 

The state can spend 10 percent of annual GOMESA 
revenues on qualifying infrastructure projects like LA 1, 
and LA DOTD/LA 1 Coalition has pro-actively submitted a 
formal funding application to CPRA’s GOMESA 
Infrastructure Funding Program in case that funding 
is needed later.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
DOCUMENTING THE 
ECONOMIC VALUE OF LA 1!

Coalition Updates Senator Cassidy
LA 1 Coalition Executive Director Henri Boulet, Chairman Chett Chiasson 
and lobbyist Mike Henry met with U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy this summer to 
update him on the successful passage of Act 443 and the Coalition’s plans 
to apply for a federal INFRA grant for $150 million in federal funds for the 
LA 1 Improvement Project.


